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2026 Agenda Items for the Board of Directors  
(The annual Board of Directors meeting will be held on Saturday, August 22, 2026.  

These are the items to be presented to the Board of Directors)  
 

Eastern Region Agenda items:  

None 
 
Gulf Coast Region Agenda items: 

1.  Add additional sighter spots to all score target sighter bull – submitted by Joe Duke. 

2. Modify description of the varmint class stock forearm to read “flat, convex or flat with relief in 
center to allow for bag contact only on outer portions of the forearm” – submitted by James 
Moore.  

Mid-Continent Region Agenda items:  

None  
  
 
Mississippi Valley Region Agenda items:  
 
None  
  
 
North Central Agenda items:  
 
None  
 
 
Northwest Region Agenda Items:   
 
Subject: Proposed Long Range Rule Changes 
 
Below are items discussed and voted on during the Long-Range Annual Meetings held at the 
September 2025 and May 2026 NBRSA National Championships 
Recommend all seven items proposed in 2025 for a trial period be adopted into the permanent 
rules. 
 
A.  Submitted by Joe Cerami 
This is in reference to targets:  

Vendors who can print the 1000-yard targets are dwindling. We request that the NBRSA 
board allows the long range committee the ability to coordinate with IBS, NRA (F-Class) 
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and other governing bodies to find an alternative vendor who can supply long range 
targets. 

 
1) The long-range committee shall have the ability to seek target vendors that offer 

less costly options for the 1000 yard targets 
 
One of the big hurdles in finding a vendor is the current target paper thickness. This has 
varied over the years. In 2021 the Nationals was shot on targets that were .006” thick. 
The current targets are almost twice as thick, at .0115, which significantly increases 
shipping and handling costs and availability. 
 
We propose: 

2) The paper thickness of targets shall be .004” to .006” minimum. 
 
B.  Submitted by Jeff Locke 
This is in reference to mailing world record submissions: Request the NBRSA create a postal 
account that can be used by members who are required to ship targets for official NBRSA 
business. 
 
C. Submitted by Richard Jette 
Summary: 

1) A competitor will have a period of ten minutes to fire unlimited sighter shots and the 
required number of record shots. Ie: five for light gun and ten for heavy gun. The 
competitor can move freely between the sighter target and the record target at will during 
this ten-minute period.  This time period will be called the Target Period 

2) Each Tournament Director shall have the flexibility to configure the pit area to allow the 
movement between the record target and sighter target if this is possible at their range. 
This may include, steel plates, clay pigeons or a separate electronic target. 

3) If, in the opinion of the Tournament Director, their pit configuration does not allow the 
flexibility to move between the record target and sighter target during the course of fire,  
a separate sighter period and record period shall remain in place.  

Current rules will remain in place for ranges if they choose not to utilize the new ten 
minute target period.   
Below is a proposed New Chapter to address New Match Procedures (Ten Minute Target 
Period).  Recommend making this Chapter 9 then push the other chapters down one. 
NBRSA Official Rules for 600 and 1,000 yard Benchrest Competition.  Ten Minute Target 
Period Format 
 
9. Introduction, Definitions, Tournaments  
 
9.1. Objective. To define rules for 600 and 1,000 yard Benchrest competition utilizing the ten 
minute combined sighter/record period.  
 
9.2. Definitions  
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9.2.1. Bench: A bench shall be a rigidly constructed table being of a height to permit a shooter of  
more or less than average height to sit comfortably at by merely increasing or decreasing the  
height of the stool on which they sit. It shall preferably be constructed to permit firing by  
either a right or left handed shooter and be of sturdy construction.  
 
9.2.2. Competitor: A shooter subject to eligibility rules of the Host Club conducting the 
Tournament  
and complying with NBRSA registration requirements, shooting the sighter targets and record  
strings.  
 
9.2.3. Crossfire: Extra shot or shots on Competitors record target that were not shot by the  
Competitor.  
 
9.2.4. Disqualified: Disqualified results in the Competitor not firing any more sighter or record  
targets in that class from the time of disqualification. Targets shot prior to disqualification  
may be considered for records, but not considered for any tournament awards. All remaining  
targets are assigned maximum penalties. See Paragraph 10. Scoring Ties and Penalties”. No fees 
shall be returned. Refer to rules for instances where targets are not considered for records.  
 
9.2.5. Disqualified from the Tournament: Repeated infractions will result in the Competitor 
being  
disqualified from the Tournament. The disqualified Competitors equipment shall be removed  
from the firing line. All targets are assigned maximum penalties. See Paragraph 10. Scoring Ties 
and Penalties”. Targets shot prior to disqualification may be considered for records, but not  
considered for any tournament awards. No fees shall be returned. Refer to rules for instances  
where targets are not considered for records.  
 
9.2.6. Emergency Cease Fire: This happens when a Cease Fire command is issued by the Line  
Officer for safety reasons during a sighter target or record string. When an Emergency Cease  
Fire is called, everyone on the firing line shall stand up, step back from the bench, remain  
standing and await further instructions.  
 
9.2.7. Firing Line/Line: Portion of range where the benches are located. The firing line shall  
preferably be coincident with the forward edge of the bench. The distance to the target is  
measured from the forward edge of the bench.  
 
9.2.8. Gun: A Heavy or Light Gun.  
 
9.2.9. Heavy Gun: A gun meeting the requirements the NBRSA Heavy Gun.  
 
9.2.10. Host Club: The Host Club shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament. The 
Host Club shall be responsible for the conduct of the event. It also provides for the orderly  
registration of contestants; the apportionment of fees; the preparation of forms; the handling,  
scoring and posting of targets; the preparation and posting of interim bulletins, the handling of  
protests, and other items incident to a well conducted tournament. An Affiliated Club as  
defined in the By-laws of the NBRSA or an individual member of the NBRSA, who owns,  
leases, or controls a range with the specifications suitable for holding a Registered Bench Rest  
Tournament, may be a Club.  
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9.2.11. Junior Shooter: Any competitor whose eighteenth birthday occurs after the first day of 
the  
tournament.  
 
9.2.12. Light Gun: A gun meeting the requirements the NBRSA Light Gun.  
 
9.2.13. Line Officer: A person whose duty is issue range commands, control the firing line and  
control the time for the sighter period and record targets.  
 
9.2.14. Match: Three Light Gun and three Heavy Gun record targets on a one day tournament or 
six Light Gun and six Heavy Gun targets in a two day or three day tournament.  
 
9.2.15. Official Scorer: A person in charge of measuring record targets and recording the scores,  
group sizes and totaling group and score aggregates. The Official Scorer shall direct the  
duties of the individuals comprising the Scoring Detail and shall coordinate their duties with  
those of the Statistician.  
 
9.2.16. Pit: Portion of range where the targets are located. The pit contains moveable carriers 
that  
allow the targets to raised or lowered.  
 
9.2.17. Pit Officer: A person whose duty is to control the pit operation and safety, relay range  
commands from the Line Officer, remove record targets from the frames and supervise their  
delivery to the Official Scorer.  
 
9.2.18. Protests: Any Competitor in a Registered Tournament who feels aggrieved at a decision 
of the Tournament Director, or the Referees, may, before leaving the range on the day the 
grievance arose and upon payment of a protest fee appeal from such decision by filing a written 
notice of appeal with the Match Director. Such notice of appeal, with any written argument  
submitted by the appellant, together with a statement in writing signed by the Official from  
whose decision the appeal has been taken, shall be forwarded promptly to the Regional  
Director of the area in which the tournament was held. The Regional Director shall append  
their comments and forward the notice of appeal and written statement to the National  
Executive Committee of NBRSA, which shall decide the appeal without undue delay. The  
decision of the National Executive Committee shall be final, and if the protest is overruled, all  
fees paid by appellant shall be forfeited to NBRSA. If the appeal is sustained, the protest fee  
shall be repaid, and all scores fired by appellant shall be accepted. The National Executive  
shall consist of the President, Vice President, and a majority of the NBRSA Directors.  
Revision 10 December 2025 Page 6 of 44 
 
9.2.19. Range: A place to shoot to shoot 600 or 1,000 yards. It shall have sturdy target frames at  
measured distances from the firing line. The bullet stop shall be adequate to stop bullets of  
any caliber and shall be sufficiently high to intercept ricochets. For a Registered Tournament  
the range shall not have less than 5 benches.  
 
9.2.20. Range Commands: Verbal Commands issued by the Line Officer to control the actions 
of the Competitors and pit.  
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9.2.20.1. Shooters to the Line: Command issued by the Line Officer informing the  
Competitors that firing sighters or a record string is about to begin. Competitors  
should sit at their assigned benches and put on ear and eye protection.  
 
9.2.20.2. Spectators behind the Ready Line: Command issued by the Line Officer to inform  
anyone not shooting a sighter or record string to get behind the Ready Line so not  
interfere with Competitors shooting sighters or record strings.  
 
9.2.20.3. Place Bolts in Guns: Command issued by the Line Officer telling Competitors that  
bolts may be placed in their guns. In the case of actions other than bolt actions, this  
command informs the Competitor to make their action ready to accept a loaded  
round.  
 
9.2.20.4. Ready on Right/Left: Command issued by the Line Officer telling Competitors to  
the right and left of the Line Officers position to prepare equipment for firing.  
 
9.2.20.5. All Ready On The Firing Line: Command issued by the Line Officer telling  
Competitors that firing is about to commence.  
 
9.2.20.6. Commence Fire: Command issued by the Line Officer telling the Competitors that  
they are allowed to load a live round and to fire at the target. Time starts when the  
final word of the command is pronounced  
 
9.2.20.7. Cease Fire: Command issued by the Line Officer telling Competitors to stop firing  
at the targets. Time stops when the final word of the command is pronounced  
 
9.2.20.8. Open Actions and Make the Line Safe: Command issued by the Line Officer  
telling Competitors to open their actions and remove bolts (if bolt action) on their  
Gun and remove any ammunition to prevent any firing.  
 
9.2.21. Range Officer: Tournament Director.  
 
9.2.22. Ready Line: A line designated by the Host Club, behind the firing line and behind the  
Competitors shooting sighters or record strings that Spectators and other Competitors must  
remain behind until the line is called safe by the Line Officer.  
 
9.2.23. Record Target: A single target that is fired in Light Gun or Heavy Gun and is measured 
for group and the shots totaled for score. The record target shall contain no pasters if submitted  
for a record.  
 
9.2.24. Referees: In case of a rule interpretation, the Referees will consult the NBRSA rules and 
issue a ruling and how it applies. The Referees shall inspect the equipment of Competitors and 
rule upon whether such equipment complies with the requirements of the class in which the  
Competitor is competing. If found to be non- conforming, the Competitor shall be given the  
right to correct it, to shoot in a class in which the equipment does qualify, or to file a protest  
and shoot under protest. The Referees shall investigate any complaints of conduct on the  
range, hardship in the assignment of benches, alleged crossfires, and similar matters and shall  
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report their findings to the Tournament Director, who shall enforce their decision. If any  
Competitor shall be aggrieved by any ruling of the Referees concerning the eligibility of their  
equipment, or any finding of the Statistician concerning a measurement or score, they shall,  
upon notifying the Tournament Director of their objection be advised of the right to protest as  
provided in these rules. The Tournament Director, Referees, Official Scorer and/or  
Statistician, as the case may be, shall then prepare a statement of fact to accompany the  
protest if and when properly executed.  
 
9.2.25. Registered Tournament: A Tournament authorized by the appropriate officer of the 
NBRSA and conducted under these Rules and Regulations and in accordance with the official  
tournament procedures approved by NBRSA as set forth in the Rule Book.  
 
9.2.26. Relay: Competitors on the firing line or in the pits pulling targets or on standby. A relay  
consists of Light Gun or Heavy Gun sighter and record targets.  
 
9.2.27. Safety Meeting: A meeting of all Competitors, Referees, Pit and Line Officers, 
Tournament Director Official Scorer and Statistician to discuss specific range rules, procedures 
and safety. Meeting to be held each day before the Competitors split into relays.  
 
9.2.28. Scoring Detail: The Scoring Detail shall be charged with the proper marking and  
identification of every record target. The marking shall correspond with the numbers of the  
event, the bench and the Competitor who shall fire upon the record target. The Scoring Detail  
shall be charged the orderly delivery of the record targets to the Official Scorer.  
 
9.2.29. Sighters/Sighter Target: Can include electronic target, clay pigeons, steel plates or other 
objects deemed safe to shoot at and not interfere with other competitors. Each individual 
competitor will be responsible for observing their own sighter shots. 
 
9.2.30. Statistician: The Statistician shall supervise the work of the Scoring Detail. The 
Statistician shall collect the scored and measured targets from the Scoring Detail. The 
Statistician shall be in charge of all totals, subtotals, and aggregates, the determination of all 
awards, the  
preparation of the Tournament Bulletin and report to the official publication of NBRSA. The  
data thus obtained, where applicable, should be entered on NBRSA Form RD (Registration  
Data), and the Host Club shall hold the Registration Card for a period of 1 year. The  
Statistician shall have supervision and control of all statistical forms used in the conduct of  
the tournament, and shall be responsible for all entries made therein.  
 
9.2.31. Target Period: Ten minutes for a competitor to fire unlimited sighters and the pre-
determined (five or ten) record shots, in any order they decide. The competitor can move freely 
between sighters and the record target during the ten-minute period. 
 
9.2.32. Tournament: An orderly program of competitive shooting consisting of one or more 
matches.  
 
9.2.33. Tournament Director/Range Officer: A person, a member of the Host Club, who 
organizes the tournament by registering it with the NBRSA, appointing a Line Officer, Pit 



 7 

Officer, Official Scorer, Statistician and Referees. The Tournament Director conducts the 
tournament and supervises the Competitors, direct their actions and enforce all safety rules.  
 
9.3. Tournament Registration  
 
9.3.1. Only Registered Tournaments shall be recognized for record purposes.  
 
9.3.2. Registered Tournaments may be held only by Clubs affiliated with NBRSA, which are in  
good standing and which have the facilities and equipment required to conduct a shoot under  
the procedures required by the Association.  
 
9.3.3. Registered Tournaments may be held only on dates approved by the Director of the 
Region  
having jurisdiction of the Club.  
 
9.3.4. Any Club desiring to hold a Registered Bench Rest Tournament shall apply for 
assignment of a date for such Tournament. The Application (signed by the applicant) shall be in 
the form of  
a contract entitled "Registered Shoot Memorandum of Agreement". The application shall be  
addressed to the Regional Director of NBRSA in whose region the tournament is desired to be  
held and shall be delivered to such Director not less than 30 days before the date on which the  
tournament is proposed to be scheduled. The application shall state:  
 
9.3.4.1. The name and address of the Host Club making the application.  
 
9.3.4.2. The location of the Range on which the tournament is proposed to be held.  
 
9.3.4.3. A program of the events to be scheduled.  
 
9.3.5. The Regional Director shall examine the application, consult other tournament schedules, 
and if the range facilities are approved and no interference with other tournaments exists, shall  
assign the requested date to the applying Club.  
 
9.3.6. In checking for conflict of dates, the Regional Director should consult with the Regional  
Director of any adjoining region that may have a tournament scheduled within a distance that  
would be deemed conflicting if wholly within one region.  
 
9.3.7. No date for a Registered Tournament may be approved if within seven days of the first 
day of a National Championship Match, unless approved by the President of the NBRSA.  
 
9.3.8. If a conflict of dates with another Tournament is found, the Regional Director shall  
communicate with the applicant and suggest non-conflicting dates for applicant's  
consideration. The applicant may amend their application by phone, if desired, to substitute an  
available date for the date originally applied for.  
 
9.3.9. When any Director approves a date and place for a Registered Tournament, they shall 
notify Club in writing and at same time notify National Headquarters of such affirmation.  
 



 8 

9.3.10. Upon receiving assignment of a Tournament date, the Host Club may prepare a Program 
for circulation to interested shooters. The program shall state:  
 
9.3.10.1. The name of the Host Club  
 
9.3.10.2. The location of the Range  
 
9.3.10.3. The date of the Tournament  
 
9.3.10.4. The schedule of events  
 
9.3.10.5. The amount of the Registration Fee  
9.3.11. REGISTRATION:  
 
9.3.12. All competitors at every Registered Tournament shall be required to be a member of the  
NBRSA, must complete a registration form, and must produce for inspection a current  
membership card.  
 
9.3.13. If any member shall fail to have with him/her his/her membership card, he/she shall pay  
or have paid on his/her behalf, the current NBRSA membership fee.  
 
9.3.14. Upon proof from the NBRSA records, that he/she was a member in good standing on  
the date of the tournament, a refund shall be made for him/her.  
 
9.3.15. Any non-member may pay the prescribed annual dues at any Registered Tournament  
and become a member of NBRSA.  
 
9.3.16. New Shooters may shoot their first match without being an NBRSA Member.  
 
9.3.17. If a shooter, who has never been a NBRSA member prior, is referred to the NBRSA  
Business Manager by a NBRSA range, that shooter will be granted a temporary  
complimentary membership for the remainder of that calendar year.  
 
9.3.17.1. Such shooter must be present at the range when being referred and shoot in  
the match being run at that time. The shooter will be entitled to win awards  
and set records during this temporary membership period.  
 
9.3.18. Each Competitor shall be charged (or have paid on their behalf) a registration fee for 
each day in which they participate. The maximum amount that may be charged is recorded in the 
Fee  
Schedule. No Club may charge more than the set registration fee per day and this will be  
strictly enforced.  
 
9.3.19. The entry fee for a Junior Shooter is determined by the Host Club.  
 
9.3.20. The Junior Shooter must preregister. If the Junior Shooter registers the day of the 
Tournament, the entry fee is the same as all other Competitors.  
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9.3.21. The Host Club shall pay the NBRSA the set Daily Competitor Fee for a Registered  
Tournament with no limit. All Daily Competitor Fees are to be sent to NBRSA Headquarters  
within 30 days of the Match and shall be accompanied by a properly completed voucher and  
match report.  
 
9.3.22. The Host Club shall supply, email or mail as indicated by the Competitor, a copy of the  
official score bulletin, which shall contain:  
 
9.3.22.1. A complete record of all groups, scores and aggregates fired.  
 
9.3.22.2. A Top 10 Equipment List must be furnished and at a National Championship, a  
Top 20 Equipment List furnished.  
 
9.3.23. A copy of the bulletin must be mailed or E-mailed to each Competitor and the NBRSA  
Headquarters and NBRSA Editor within 4 weeks after the match is completed.  
 
9.3.24. All Clubs holding Registered Tournaments must have forms for application to join 
NBRSA.  
 
9.3.25. All Clubs holding Registered Tournaments must retain registration forms for a period of 
1  
year.  
 
9.3.26. Trophies or awards for Registered Tournaments are determined by the individual 
NBRSA 600 and 1,000-Yard Benchrest clubs.  
 
9.4. Tournament Format  
 
9.4.1. The following tournaments are recognized by the NBRSA and records may be set in these  
formats only.  
 
9.4.1.1. One Day Tournament: Each Competitor shoots three Light Gun record targets and  
three Heavy Gun record targets. A Competitor may choose to shoot only Light Gun  
or only Heavy Gun class.  
 
9.4.1.2. Two Day Tournament: Each Competitor shoots three Light Gun record targets and  
three Heavy Gun record targets each day. A Competitor may choose to shoot only  
Light Gun or only Heavy Gun class on any day of the of the Tournament.  
 
9.4.1.3. Three Day Tournament: Each Competitor shoots two Light Gun record targets two  
Heavy Gun record targets each day. A Competitor may choose to shoot only Light  
Gun or only Heavy Gun class on any day of the of the Tournament.  
 
9.4.1.4. One Day Light or Heavy Gun Tournament: Each Competitor shoots six Heavy Gun  
record targets or six Light Gun record targets.  
 
9.4.1.5. Other Tournament formats are acceptable as long as there are equitable relays for  
competitors. On all formats, World Records may only be set as defined in the above  
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formats. Night shoots (1,000 yard and 600 yard) are not recognized by the NBRSA  
for safety reasons. Night shoots are defined as those that require the use of artificial  
light to see the target.  
 
9.4.2. A Competitor cannot enter the same class (Light Gun or Heavy Gun) more than once.  
 
9.4.3. Firing must start after 8:00 AM local time in order for targets to be recognized for records.  
 
9.4.4. One Day Tournament Aggregates  
 
9.4.4.1. The following aggregates are calculated for a one day tournament. See Paragraph 10. 
Scoring Ties and Penalties” for definitions of the aggregates.  
 
9.4.4.1.1. Three Target Light Gun Group Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.1.2. Three Target Light Gun Score Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.1.3. Three Target Heavy Gun Group Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.1.4. Three Target Heavy Gun Score Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.1.5. Six Target Group Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.1.6. Six Target Score Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.1.7. The small Light Gun Group, the high Light Gun Score, the small Heavy  
Gun Group and high Heavy Gun Score shall be identified.  
 
9.4.4.1.8. If so desired, the tournament winner can be calculated according the  
procedure in “6. National Events”.  
 
9.4.4.1.9. All single targets shall be checked for records.  
 
9.4.4.1.10. All score and group aggregates shall be checked for records.  
 
9.4.4.2. The following aggregates are calculated for a one day tournament where six Light  
Gun record strings or six Heavy Gun record strings are shot. See Paragraph 10. Scoring Ties  
and Penalties” for definitions.  
 
9.4.4.2.1. Three Target Light or Heavy Gun Group Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.2.2. Three Target Light or Heavy Gun Score Aggregate.  
 
8.4.4.2.3. Six Target Light and Heavy Gun Group Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.2.4. Six Target Light and Heavy Gun Score Aggregate.  
 
9.4.4.2.5. The small Light or Heavy Gun group, the high Light or Heavy Gun Score,  
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shall be identified.  
 
9.4.4.2.6. World record score or group aggregates can only be set of the first three  
targets (targets1,2,3) or second three targets (targets 3,4,5) small group  
single target and high score single target.  
 
9.4.4.2.7. All three target group and aggregates shall be checked for records.  
 
9.4.4.2.8. World records cannot be set on six target group or score aggregates.  
 
9.4.5. Two Day and Three Day Aggregate.  
 
9.4.5.1. The following aggregates are calculated for a two day or three day tournament. See  
Paragraph 10. Scoring Ties and Penalties” for definitions.  
 
9.4.5.1.1. Six Target Light Gun Group Aggregate  
 
9.4.5.1.2. Six Target Light Gun Score Aggregate  
 
9.4.5.1.3. Six Target Heavy Gun Group Aggregate  
 
9.4.5.1.4. Six Target Heavy Gun Score Aggregate  
 
9.4.5.1.5. Twelve Target Group Aggregate  
 
9.4.5.1.6. Twelve Target Score Aggregate  
 
9.4.5.1.7. The small Light gun group, the High Light Gun Score, the small Heavy  
Gun Group and High Heavy Gun Score shall be identified.  
 
9.4.5.1.8. All score and group aggregates shall be checked for records.  
 
9.4.5.1.9. Additionally, the aggregates noted in a one day tournament shall be  
calculated for each day and checked for records.  
 
9.4.5.1.10. If so desired, the tournament winner can be calculated according the  
procedure in “6. National Events”.  
 
9.5. Tournament Procedure  
 
9.5.1. In all Registered Tournaments the Host Club shall be responsible for appointing three  
Referees, a Line Officer, a Pit Officer, a Statistician and an Official Scorer. Except in National  
Championship Tournaments, the same person may hold the last 2 offices. The Referees shall  
select a chairman to present the decisions of the Referees to the Competitor and Tournament  
Director.  
 
9.5.1.1. Line and Pit Officers may be Referees in small Tournaments.  
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9.5.1.2. Additional Line or Pit Officers may be appointed in order to ensure safety and  
communication.  
 
9.5.2. A Line Officer or Pit Officer may compete in Registered Tournaments as long as 
appointed  
secondary officers are controlling the line and pit.  
 
9.5.3. Statisticians, Official Scorers and Tournament Directors may compete in Registered  
Tournaments including Nationals.  
 
9.5.3.1. Volunteers from the Competitors shall check and verify target scores and groups for  
Statisticians, Official Scorers and Tournament Director.  
 
9.5.4. All Light Guns shall be weighed after they come off the line after relay one on the first 
day of the match. The Tournament Director or representative shall affix a sticker to the gun so 
the  
gun may be readily identified by a Referee that it is legal. In weighing guns, an excess of one  
ounce (0.0625lb.) shall be attributable to scale error.  
 
9.5.5. A Referee, before each relay, should inspect the Guns and rests of all Competitors in that 
relay and, except under protest, no Competitor shall use in that tournament, or in any other, any 
gun or equipment which is not approved. No Competitor having gained approval of gun and  
equipment shall make any substitution thereafter without submitting such proposed substitute  
items to the Referee Chairman for approval.  
 
9.5.6. At the completion of all registered tournaments, the equipment of winners may be 
checked by the Referees to ascertain that all said equipment have met legal requirements. In the 
event of a  
record, the equipment shall be checked by the Referees to ascertain that all said equipment  
have met requirements.  
 
9.5.7. In tournaments the Host Club shall provide an accurate scale, which shall be available to 
the Competitors at that tournament. It is recommended that each range purchase certified 
weights; however, the weights may be borrowed for the tournament. It is the responsibility of 
the Host Club to have such weights available at and during each and every Registered 
Tournament. If weights are not available, the tournament will be considered unregistered and no 
possibility of  
records may exist.  
 
9.5.8. Scales must be available for a reasonable time for Competitors to weigh their guns.  
 
9.5.9. A new shooter participating in their first registered Tournament, will be allowed to share 
the same bench or adjoining bench of a more experienced shooter, whose equipment they may 
be  
using, as long as the more experienced shooter's bench has been randomly selected.  
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9.5.10. Having drawn a bench or benches, a Competitor will not be permitted to make any 
further changes in relay or benches, except when through some physical condition a hardship 
results. In which case, before the Tournament, but not thereafter, the Tournament Director may  
change the assignment of bench or relay or both in such a way as to relieve the hardship.  
 
9.5.11. Competitors sharing equipment shall let the Tournament Director know prior to the 
random drawing. The Tournament Director shall randomly select a bench that the Competitors 
will use and randomly select which Competitors shoots first.  
 
9.5.12. There shall be no communication between the pits and line by Competitors at any time 
by  
any method. This includes, but is not limited to electronic or manual means, cell phones, 
cameras  
or videos. Competitors found doing this shall be disqualified from the tournament. In addition  
all targets shot by Competitors shall also be removed from any record or tournament  
consideration.  
 
9.5.13. Competitors are allowed to place their own range flags, if desired, Wind flags must be 
setup thirty minutes prior to the start of the match on the morning of the match. No Competitor 
may post or adjust flags during the day of competition until the days record strings are 
completed. The Competitor is restricted to placing flags in their shooting lane. Their shooting 
lane is defined as the centerline between adjacent benches.  
 
9.5.14. Flags must be no higher than level of bench-top to bottom of target. The Tournament 
Director may order a flag be laid on the ground upon verification that the flag is interfering with 
a shooter or outside the proper shooting lane. Flags must be left on the range until the  
completion of the day’s record strings.  
 
9.5.15. Designation of shooting positions and relays shall be determined by blind draw or other  
random method by the Host Club. The number of relays is determined by the number of days  
the tournament is held and the number of Competitors. Typically, in a one day tournament,  
there are two relays, one on the shooting line and one in the pits.  
 
9.5.16. In multiple day tournaments, the relays shall be rotated to allow Competitors to shoot in  
similar conditions. Example: In a two day tournament, Competitors that shot the first relay on  
the first day will be in the pits first on the second day. The people that were in the pits first on  
the first day will shoot first on the second day.  
 
9.5.17. In a three day tournament there should be three relays, one shooting, one on standby and 
one in the pits. The order that each relay shoots should be rotated daily so each Competitor has 
an early relay, a middle relay and a late relay.  
 
9.5.18. The Tournament Director having a list of Competitors shall conduct a blind drawing or 
other random method for benches in the presence of the Competitors of the relays affected. One 
of the Referees shall be present to see that the drawing is fairly conducted and to represent  
Competitors not present. Late comers must draw their benches by lot in the presence of the  
Referee Chairman.  
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9.5.19. Course of fire:  
 
9.5.19.1. One day and two day tournament:  
 
9.5.19.1.1. Relay 1 shoots LG relay  
 
9.5.19.1.2. Relay 2 shoots LG relay  
  
9.5.19.1.3. Relay 2 shoots HG relay  
 
9.5.19.1.4. Relay 1 shoots HG relay 
9.5.19.2. Three day tournament:  
 
9.5.19.2.1. Relay 1 shoots LG relay  
 
9.5.19.2.2. Relay 2 shoots LG relay  
 
9.5.19.2.3. Relay 3 shoots LG relay  
 
9.5.19.2.4. Relay 3 shoots HG relay  
 
9.5.19.2.5. Relay 2 shoots HG relay  
 
9.5.19.2.6. Relay 1 shoots HG relay  
 
9.5.19.3. The competitor shoots from the same bench on all relays on all days.  
 
9.5.19.4. The match director shall have the option to shoot the Heavy Gun first then Light Gun  
on one, two and three day matches.  
 
9.5.20. In a one day or two day tournament, a Light Gun relay consists of equipment set up, the 
first target period, a second target period, a third target period.  The match director may 
implement a cool down period between each target, not to exceed five minutes.  If a cool down 
period is implemented, it must be standardized for all relays.  Once the Light Gun is complete, 
the Competitor shoots a Heavy Gun relay similar to the Light Gun relay unless the match 
director has opted to shoot Heavy Gun first as allowed under 8.5.19.4. 
 
9.5.21. In a three day tournament, a Light Gun relay consists of equipment set up, the first target 
period and a second target period.  The match director may implement a cool down period 
between each target, not to exceed five minutes.  If a cool down period is implemented, it must 
be standardized for all relays.  Once the Light Gun is complete, the Competitor shoots a Heavy 
Gun relay similar to the Light Gun. 
 
9.5.22. Prior to the first target period, if range conditions (wind) are such that the possibility of 
Competitors not being on target or hitting other Competitor’s targets, the Line Officer has the 
option of going to each Competitor and getting one shot from that Competitor on the sighter 
target. If this procedure is adopted it shall be announced at the safety meeting and is applied to 
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all relays that day. Once all Competitors are on, the initial target period may commence at the 
command of the Line Officer.  
 
9.5.23. If the Competitor(s), through no fault of their own, (example: wind blowing the target off 
the frame) fail to get all record shots on target during the target period (ten minutes), the Line 
Officer will allow all affected Competitors in that relay a new ten minute target period.  If the 
Competitor(s) is still not on target, at the end of the additional target period, the Competitor(s) 
that are not on target will take the maximum group and score penalties for this record target.  
 
9.5.24. If a target is blown off during the target period or other pit/target problems occur, a new 
target shall be re-affixed/installed. The competitor may choose to have a new ten minute target 
period and shoot immediately after the other Competitors have completed their record target. It 
is the Competitors responsibility to inform the Line Officer of the problem. If the Competitor 
shoots the record target and then informs the Line officer of the problem, the record target is 
official. 
 
9.5.25. The Line Officer should not hold up the record string for problems of a minority of  
Competitors i.e. target blowing off or other problems in the pit. The record string should be  
shot and the minority of the Competitors will receive a new ten minute target period.  
 
9.5.26.1. If there is pit interference on a Competitors target during the target period, the target 
period will be shot over with a new ten minute time limit once all other competitors have 
completed their target period. 
 
9.5.27. If it is obvious to a Competitor that crossfires are happening on their target during the 
target period and the location cannot be determined, the Line Officer should be informed and the 
competitor will receive a new ten minute target period. 
 
9.5.28. Score and group sizes will be posted at a location near benches after all record strings for 
the day are complete.  
 
9.5.29. The Tournament Director shall have a list of the current records and they shall be 
available to Competitors.  
 
9.5.30. There are no alibis for equipment failure. The Competitor is responsible for the proper 
working condition of their equipment. If the gun or ammunition fails and the target period 
cannot be completed, the Competitor is assigned the proper penalties in score and group for that 
target. If equipment failure occurs, the Competitor may substitute another gun of the proper 
class and finish shooting in the target period. No additional time is allowed. 
 
9.5.31. It is the Competitors responsibility to have their sights adjusted to be on target or being 
able to adjust to get on target during the sighter period.  
 
9.5.32. Coaching will be allowed for shots fired at sighter targets, prior to any record shots being 
fired. For safety and instructive purposes, new Competitors may be assisted during their target 
period, with permission from the Tournament Director, and for no more than two sighter/record 
strings. 
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9.5.33. It is the responsibility of the Competitor to be either in the pits or at the bench when 
called.  
 
9.5.34. If a Competitor does not wish to work in the pits, it is the Competitor's responsibility to 
provide a qualified substitute. Roll call will be taken prior to each pit detail. Anyone not 
fulfilling their obligation of pit duty shall be disqualified. Repeated infractions shall result in the 
Competitor being disqualified from the tournament.  
9.5.35. Allowances in pit duty should be made for handicapped Competitors or other 
Competitors with health problems. The Tournament Director should assign adjacent target 
pullers to the affected Competitors target or make other arrangements.  
9.5.36. All Competitors that are on pit duty must remain on their assigned target until released 
by the Pit Officer. Anyone not obeying the Pit Officer shall be disqualified. Repeated infractions  
shall result in the Competitor being disqualified from the tournament.  
 
9.5.37. Once a relay is determined for a Competitor and the time to shoot is designated, the  
Competitor must be available to report to the firing line when the Line Officer calls for the  
relay. Anyone not obeying the Line Officer shall be disqualified. Repeated infractions shall  
result in the Competitor being disqualified from the tournament.  
 
9.5.38. Once a bench is determined and assigned to a Competitor, that Competitor may not 
switch positions with another Competitor. A Competitor switching benches shall be disqualified.  
Repeated infractions shall result in the Competitor being disqualified from the tournament.  
 
9.5.39. When an Emergency Cease Fire is issued during the ten minute target period, a new 
target period will be shot if a competitor(s) did not get all record shots fired.  New targets will be 
installed if required. 
 
9.5.40. Competitors loading and firing multiple consecutive shots from a magazine shall have 
the  
targets discarded and the maximum penalties assigned to their targets. Repeated offenses shall  
result in the Competitor being disqualified from the tournament.  
   
9.5.41. In the event a Competitor realizes that they are cross firing during a record string, the  
Competitor may not shoot the required number of record shots on the proper target. In the  
event this happens, the target is discarded and the proper penalties for all shots off target shall  
be applied to this target.  
 
9.5.42. Targets may be returned to the Competitors after aggregates have been computed. In a 
two or three day tournament, the targets should be returned when all two gun aggregates have 
been computed.  
 
9.5.43. The Competitors shall examine the targets and agree with the scores and groups. The  
Tournament Director shall allow the Competitors at least 30 minutes to examine their targets.  
In the event of a discrepancy in score or group size the Competitor shall bring the discrepancy  
to a Referee and pay the agreed Protest Fee per target. The Referee shall examine it and then  
bring it to the attention of the Official Scorer. Review must be initiated within the allotted  
examination time.  
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9.5.43.1. The measurement will be changed if there is a difference of 0.06 inch from the  
original measurement. If the measurement is changed, the fee will be returned to the  
shooter. The Official Scorer will make the re-measurement in the presence of the  
Referees, with the same vernier as originally used and the dial of the vernier must be  
covered during any re measurement. If a Competitor feels a re- measurement is not  
handled properly, three Referees will then re-measure and the average of the three  
Referees' measurements will become the official group measurement.  
 
9.5.43.2. The Official Scorer will review the record target for score in the presence of the  
Referees. Three Referees review the X count and score. The majority of the Referees  
will agree on the score and X count and the majority decision will become the  
official score.  
 
9.5.44. At the end of the allotted time, the targets and results are final. No corrections to any 
target or any aggregate are allowed after the allotted time has expired even if errors are found. 
An announcement shall be made the time has expired and no changes to the results will be made  
even if records are discovered after the allotted time has expired.  
 
9.5.45. In the event of record targets, the Competitor may examine but not take possession of the  
targets.  
 
9.5.46. It is the Competitors responsibility to double check their targets for records.  
 
9.5.47. No Competitor or non Competitor may aid another Competitor on the firing line during a  
record string. Both Competitors are disqualified. Targets of the aided shooter are discarded  
and maximum penalties assigned. Repeated infractions shall result in both the Competitors  
being disqualified from the tournament. Examples would be letting the Competitor know  
where the shots are striking or aiding a Competitor in loading or ejecting. This rule does not  
apply to handicapped Competitors, Competitors with medical conditions or first time  
shooters.  
 
9.5.48. In the event a Heavy Gun is shot in a Light Gun relay, the Competitor is disqualified. 
The  
Competitor is disqualified from the tournament if it is deliberate. Targets shall not be  
considered for records.  
 
9.5.49. When a target period is completed, all actions must be open and bolts removed so the 
Line Officer can confirm that the gun is not loaded.  
 
9.5.50. All bolts must be removed from actions behind the line and in loading and parking areas 
of the range.  
 
9.5.51. No ammunition may be in the action or breech of guns until the command, “Commence 
Fire” is given by the Line Officer.  
 
9.5.52. Any Competitor deliberately shooting more than their record string shall be disqualified 
from the tournament.  
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9.5.53. Any Competitor deliberately cross firing on another Competitors target during the record  
string shall be disqualified from the tournament.  
 
9.5.54. Competitors are not permitted in scoring area.  
 
9.5.5. In all Tournaments for any class of competition, the gun shall be so placed that the muzzle 
extends forward of the bench and the entire receiver of the gun is behind the firing line.  
  
9.5.56. In all Tournaments, no Competitor shall occupy any bench in any relay in which they are 
not shooting.  
 
9.6. Tournament Method  
 
9.6.1. Hold Safety Meeting.  
 
9.6.2. Instruct Competitors on their relay; i.e. Line, Pit or Standby.  
 
9.6.3. The Line and Pit shall be in constant verbal communication. All Commands issued by the  
Line Officer shall be transmitted and repeated by the Pit Officer to the Competitors in the pit.  
 
9.6.4. Until the Pit Officer seals the pits (no one can enter or leave the pits) no guns shall be 
brought to the line. Equipment and guns in cases may be brought to the Competitors bench with 
the approval of the Line Officer.  
 
9.6.5. Once the Pit Officer has confirmed that the pits are sealed, guns may be uncased and 
placed on the bench.  
 
9.6.6. The Line Officer should check with all Competitors to see if their equipment is on the 
bench. Confirming this, the Line Officer should announce a 10 minute preparation period and 
begin the countdown.  
 
9.6.7. At the completion of the preparation period, the command “Shooters to the line” and  
“Spectators behind the ready line” is given by the Line Officer. The following commands are  
then given by the Line Officer:  
 
9.6.7.1. Shooters, this is your first target period in Light Gun. You will have ten minutes to shoot 
an unlimited number of sighters and five record shots, 
 
9.6.7.2. Ready on the Right,  
 
9.6.7.3. Ready on the Left,  
 
9.6.7.4. Ready on the Firing Line,  
 
9.6.7.5. Place Bolts in Guns,  
 
9.6.7.6. Commence Fire.  
 



 19 

9.6.7.7. Two minutes before the time limit expires, the Line Officer shall announce: "You  
have 2 minutes left to complete your firing." At the proper intervals, The Line  
Officer shall then announce: “You have 1 minute left to complete your firing" ,You  
have 30 seconds left to complete your firing", "You have 15 seconds left to complete  
your firing", "You have 5 seconds left to complete your firing.”  
  
9.6.7.8. When time has expired, the Line Officer will give the following command: “Cease  
Fire, open your actions, and make the line safe”.  
 
9.6.8. The Line Officer shall then instruct the Pit Officer to remove the record target and deliver  
them to the Scoring Detail.  The Pit Officer will replace or repair sighter targets. The Pit Officer  
shall then announce to the Line Officer when the sighter targets are ready and a new record 
target has been installed.  
 
9.6.9. The Line Officer shall move the relay along as safely and efficiently as practical. The 
relay shall not be delayed by waiting for Competitors to finish cleaning or performing 
equipment or rifle maintenance. 
 
9.6.10. For the second and third Light Gun targets, the above commands and procedures shall be 
used for the other sighter/record targets and substituting the proper time periods. 
  
9.6.11. At the completion of the Light Gun period, the Competitors shall change equipment as 
necessary for the Heavy Gun sighter/record targets. 
 
9.6.12. The Line Officer should check with all Competitors to see if their equipment is on the 
bench. Confirming this, the Line Officer should announce a 10 minute preparation period and 
begin the countdown.  
 
9.6.13. The above commands (with Heavy Gun instead of Light Gun and 10 shot target period), 
procedures and times should be followed for the first, second and if applicable, the third Heavy 
Gun target period. 
 
9.6.14. At the completion of the Heavy Gun record targets, all guns should be removed from the  
firing line and cased. The Line Officer should notify the Pit Officer that it is safe for the other  
Competitors to leave the pits. The Competitors who shot should go to the pit and the  
Competitors in the pits come to the firing line.  
 
9.6.15. If at all possible, relays of a tournament should not be interrupted. No relay should be 
started if it is assumed that all relays may not be completed (Darkness, Weather, Act of God, 
Etc.).  
 
9.6.15.1. Depending on the number of days in the tournament, the remaining relays can be  
rescheduled or deleted.  
 
9.6.15.2. Aggregates can only be based on the Competitors completing the same number of  
relays and targets.  
 
9.6.15.3. In the event of unequal relays, record targets or aggregates may be set by the  
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Competitors completing their record strings.  
9.6.16. In the event any relays record string(s) is not finished on the scheduled day, the record  
string(s) for that relay and following relays will continue the next scheduled day where it was  
left off:  
 
9.6.16.1. If there are scheduled relays for the next day, incomplete relays shall be finished  
when the Competitors shoot their normal relay for that day. The Competitors shall  
shoot the record targets for that day and class and then shoot the incomplete record  
targets in that class.  
 
9.6.16.2. If there are no relays scheduled the next day, the incomplete relays shall be shot at  
the approximate time they would have been the previous day. A ten minute target period will be 
used for all relays.  
 
9.6.16.3. In the event of an incomplete record string (not enough record shots), the target is  
discarded and not counted in any aggregate and a new target shot.  
 
9.6.16.4. Other target periods shall be according to the rules. 
  
9.6.16.5. If the incomplete target period happens on the last scheduled day of a Tournament, the 
Tournament is complete and aggregates computed on the same number of record strings for all 
Competitors. If a relay has been completed, these targets shall not be used to compute 
aggregates but may be considered for a record. 
 
9.6.17. In a Two or Three day Tournament, the start time for first relay each day shall be within 
15 minutes of the first day as much as practical.  
 
9.6.18. In the event of any situation arising, procedures for which are not covered by these rules, 
the Tournament Director, Line Officer or Pit Officer has full authority to stop the tournament 
and, after consultation with the Tournament Director and Referees, announce a decision or  
procedure which shall be final and binding. A decision or procedure may include cancellation  
or postponement of the remaining part of the tournament. Any such occurrence shall be fully  
reported to the Regional Director for possible remediation. Such report shall be in writing.  
 
9.6.18.1. Polling the opinion of the competitors (including National Championship) to determine 
what action should be followed to complete the Tournament may used to resolve any situation. 
The Tournament and Match Directors will have the final say. 
 
9.6.19. See Section “4. Safety” for other safety rules.  
 
9.7. 1,000 and 600 Yard Benchrest Ranges Without Pits  
 
9.7.1. All procedures, sighter and record times and commands are the same as ranges with pits 
utilizing the ten minute target period.    
 
9.7.1.1. A Pit officer will be identified and will be responsible for overseeing the replacement of 
targets and ensuring the sighter targets are fully functional. 
9.7.1.2. Clay birds or other sighting devices in which the impact of the shot can be observed  
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will be used will be for sighting instead of targets.  
 
9.7.1.3. Clay birds or other sighting device must be placed as close to the target as possible. The 
shooter will observe impacts and adjust sights accordingly.  
 
9.7.1.4. Competitors or spectators behind the line can coach shooters on sighting shots only.  
 
9.7.1.5. At the completion of the record string, the Line Officer will issue a Cease Fire command 
and have Competitors open actions, remove their bolts and instruct all Competitors not to handle 
their rifles anytime the pit is not sealed. 
                                              
9.7.1.6. The record target will be collected from the frame, a new one affixed the  
frame and additional clay birds (if necessary) lay out next to the target.  
 
9.7.1.7. Once the range is declared safe and ready by the Line Officer, another target period will 
be shot.  
 
9.7.1.8. There can be up to three targets per frame for record targets. Ample distance should be 
between targets to ensure that a miss or crossfire does not show up the adjacent target. 
 
9.7.1.9.  If two or three targets per frame are used, a second or third target period will be shot 
prior to the collection of targets. 
 
9.7.2. The applicable steps in Paragraph 9.5.19 will be repeated until all Light Gun or Heavy 
Gun Competitors have completed their target periods. 
 
 
 
Southeast Region Agenda items:  

None 

Southwest Region Agenda items: 

None 

President’s items: 

1.  Establish a committee to ensure all changes to the rulebook are completed by January 1st of the 
year that the changes take effect. 

2.  clarifying that an agenda item for the annual BOD meeting must be submitted through the 
director for the region that the person submitting it resides in. 

 
 
 


